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„ON THIS DARKENING STAR“ 
 
 

SOLO-Performance with Maren Rahmann 
based on texts by INGEBORG BACHMANN 

 
A production of the 

 FLEISCHEREI – Projekt Theater STUDIO phase 2, Vienna 
 

With special support by the Heirs of Ingeborg Bachmanns 
 
 

 
 
 
ARTISTIC TEAM: 
 
Performance: Maren Rahmann (D), Angélica Castelló (MEX) 
Mise-en-Scène: Eva Brenner (A/USA) 
Composition & Live Music: Angélica Castelló (MEX) 
Space Design & Live Projections: Andreas Pamperl (A) 
Artistic Directors: Eva Brenner & Maren Rahmann 

 
Performance with Video-Closed-Circuit – Duration approx. 1 hour (Language: German) 
 
World Premiere Dublin, Trinity College, Mai 2004, new & adapted version for Vienna, created for the 
celebrations of Ingeborg Bachmann 80th birthday (2006), performances in Austria, Poland, Slovakia 
(2008) 
 
 
 
 
THE PROJECT: 
 
 
The performance „ON THIS DARKENING STAR “ assembles, for the first time onstage, a 
representative cross-selection from Ingeborg Bachmann’s oeuvre and coalesces into a fascinating 
theatrical montage, an exiting tour-de-force for one actress. In an attempt to acquaint the audience 
with a “monument” of Austrian literature, Maren Rahmann as female protagonist deconstructs the 
myth of failure by setting the active resistance of a very contemporary women and author against it.  A 
woman appears alone in a large open space and is mirrored by her “alter ego” – the gifted young 
Mexican musician and flutist, Angélica Castelló. Poems as well as excerpts from speeches, essays 
and the novel, „Malina“, are used. 
 
As Rahmann encounters her own (video)projections surrounding her, she enacts diverse scenes and 
encounters of the life of a poet, thinker, lover, intellectual, victim and the perpetrator.  She works with 
extremely sparse gestures, props, and costuming in an effort to achieve direct contact with the 
audience. Moving with ease between the genres of scenic reading and experimental physical theater, 
her float through space testifies to an existential quest for remembrance, knowledge and empathy. Her 
gestures are effortless, unvarnished, non-pathetic and supported by a mesmerizing musical track of 
diverse flutes and e-music sounds.  
 
The performance proposes a scenic demystification of the “classical” author, Ingeborg Bachmann, 
which avoids tempting superficial reverences when confronted with her famous texts. She gives voice 
to a scandalous and unique life of a woman, who combined sensuality, creativity, sexuality, intellectual 
power and political consciousness in a surprising fashion.  The performance succeeds in arousing 
interest for the work and the human being alike – a fascinating and a very contemporary opus.  



BOOKING: POETRY & MUSIC, Booking * Artist Management * Projektentwicklung 
Dr. Annemarie Klinger, Sandwirtgasse 16/5, 1060 Vienna, Austria, mailto: annemarie.klinger@poetryandmusic.at, 

mobile: +43 664 42 140 56, fax: +43 1 596 52 92 

 

„ON THIS DARKENING STAR“ 
 

THEATRICAL CONCEPT 
 

 

 
  Maren Rahmann, Andreas Pamperl at the Palais Palffy, Vienna © Blindspot E2 

 
 
 
The Solo-Performance „ON THIS DARKENING STAR “ by Eva Brenner and Maren Rahmann is the 
result of a year-long theatrical research by the double artistic team with literary works by eminent 
Austrian poet and writer, Ingeborg Bachmann.  Aside of the central significance of Bachmann’s works 
within Austrain post-war literature, the performance focuses on a daring use of space/spatial design 
and a split of identity of a female protagonist into „two“ dramatic figures. It is distinguished by a by a 
pronounced musicality in the use of language, accompanied by associative, sometimes surreal 
movement sequences and a stunning integration of video-projections and live music. 
 
Maren Rahmann finds a unique musical-rhythmical translation of text into theater for each of the 
materials used, as is expressed in the creation of a theatrical double-figure.  The role of the “author” 
(as Rahmann demonstrates her perplexing resemblance to Ingeborg Bachmann) is mirrored by the 
“shadow-figure” and musician Angélica Castelló who works with authentic large flutes of her own 
making. The dialogue of the two fluctuates between different languages of „music & poetry“ – a 
relationship reflected also in the title of a major texts. („Musik & Dichtung“). 
 
Video-images of large formats are projected onto white walls of an open space as the performance 
gradually moves around the audience in a form of “extended environmental theater”. Visual artist and 
filmmaker, Andreas Pamperl, films the action live while the images are simultaneously projected; they 
enlarge, counteract and comment on the theatrical sequence.  This aesthetic encourages the dis-
course between performance and new media as spectators bear witness to how the „images” are 
created.  
 
The Performance’s unique gestalt derives from the theatrical tension between body and picture, 
spatial relations and video-image, above which flow the words. Through the use of real space as 
opposed to a proscenium stage - including (if available) the streets in front of the theater – the texts of 
Ingeborg Bachmann acquire a new and disquieting impact.   
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Ingeborg Bachmann 
 

 
„Einen einzigen Satz haltbar machen, / auszuhalten in dem Bimbam von Worten, // Es 
schreibt diesen Satz keiner, der nicht unterschreibt.“ (Ingeborg Bachmann in the poem 
„Wahrlich“, Werke 1, S 166) 
 
 
Ingeborg Bachmann, born in 1926 in Klagenfurt, Austria, moved at war’s end to Innsbruck to begin her 
university studies, went from there to Graz and received her doctorate from the University of Vienna in 
1950 with a dissertation on Heidegger.  
 
During this years sie concerned with Ludwig Wittgensteins philosophy of language, wrote essays on 
Robert Musil and Marcel Proust. Paul Celan, she met in 1948, became a friend to her, until his dead in 
1970.  
 
Between 1951 and 1953 Ingeborg Bachmann worked as a scriptwriter for Rot-Weiß-Rot, the radio 
station of the American occupying forces, also co-authoring a comic radio series called Die 
Radiofamilie. Her first first radio play „Ein Geschäft mit den Träumen“ was published by the station. 
 
 In 1952 she achieved breakthrough by reading her lyrical poetry at the „Gruppe 42“, in Niendorf, 
Germany. In 1953 her first collection of poems, Die gestundete Zeit“ was published. 
 
In the same year, sie moved to Italy, where she took up residence with the composer Hans Werner 
Henze. She wrote the text to his ballet Der Idiot (1953) and the opera Der Prinz von Homburg (1960), 
he composed the music to her radio play Die Zikaden (1955), a collaboration also initialising a serie of 
essays like „Musik and Dichtung“ (1959), in which music as a medium plays an important part for her 
poetic work. 
 
In 1956 her second volume of poetry „Anrufung des großen Bären“ came out, followed in 1958 by one 
more radio play Der gute Gott von Manhattan which brought her in 1959 the radio play award of 
warblind. She speaked out her thanks with a very poetological speech: „Die Wahrheit ist den 
Menschen zumutbar“. 
 
Meanwhile, she lives in Munich and since 1957 works as an advicor at the Bavarian television and 
becomes a correspondent member of the „Deutsche Akademie für Sprache und Dichtung“ in 
Darmstadt. 
She and the other members of the Group 47 get involved with the comittee against nuclear armament. 
In 1959/60 Ingeborg Bachmann becomes the first university lecturer, who gave a lecture on poetics at 
the Frankfurt/M University. She refered to questions of contemporary poetry 
 
In 1961 she released of a volume of short stories „Das dreißigste Jahr“ . Ingeborg Bachmann reached 
the apex of her achievement, as she turned to the prose publicity. In 1971 was released the novel 
„Malina“, part of the project „Todesarten“, stigmatised through a long work, which should stay 
incomplete. The volume of short stories Silmutan was published in 1972. 
 
Ingeborg Bachmann died on 17. octobre 1973 of complications following an accidental fire. 
 
 
In her late work in particular Ingeborg Bachmann strives for authenticity without compromise, 
increasingly and assertively refusing to cater to the expectations of the literary market. It was not until 
after her death that a broader understanding of her literary accomplishments arose largely due to 
publications released posthumously. It is time we took a nuanced view of a body of work that has lost 
none of its brilliance, balancing between the romantic admiration shown for the poetess in the 1950s 
and autobiographical interpretations with weighty emphasis on the problematic relationship she had 
with Max Frisch (1948 to 1962) that give her life a tragic undertone. 
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„ON THIS DARKENING STAR“ 
 

 
 

THE PR OGRA M 
 
 
 
 
OUVERTURE in the Lobby: Exil {Exile} (Werke, Piper, 1982, Bd. 1) –  

Music & Language Improvisation 

 
 

1.  Keine Delikatessen {No delicacies}( „Letzte unveröffentlichte Gedicht, Edition & 

Kommentar Hans Höller, 1998) 

2.  Kriegstexte (div. Interviews und Malina, in: Werke, Bd. 2) 

3.  Alkohol {Alcohol} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“, 2000) 

4.  Die Wahrheit ist dem Menschen zumutbar { Mankind can stand the truth} – (Rede zur 

Verleihung des  Hörspielpreises der Kriegsblinden, 1959, in: Werke, Bd. 4) 

5.  Schweigen befohlen (unveröffentlichtes Gedicht) 

6.  Musik und Dichtung {Music and Poetry} (Werke, Bd. 4)  

7.  Müd und Untauglich {Tired and useless} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“) 

8.  Meine Schreie { I loose my sreams} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“ ) 

9.  Werbung {Courting / Wooing} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“) 

10.  Auf das Opfer darf sich keiner berufen (Werke Bd. 4) 

11.  Ein Tag wird kommen... {A day will come...} (Malina) 

12.  Die gestundete Zeit {Borrowed Time} (Werke, Bd. 1) 

13.  Terror in Vietnam (Aus einer Erklärung vom Dezember 1965) 

14.  Die Waffen nieder! {Lay Down Your Wepons / Lay down your arms! } (aus dem 

Nachlass) 

15.  Böhmen liegt am Meer {Bohemia Lies By The Sea} („Letzte unveröffentlichte Gedichte“)  

16.  Auflösung {Dissolution} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“) 

 
 

CODA:   Meine Spießer { I did it with pleasure, you prudes} („Ich weiß keine bessere Welt“) 

 
 
Additional musical quotes by Katharina Klement, Giuseppe Verdi, Rossi-Mann-Weil 
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Biographies of participatings artists: 

 
(in alphabetical order) 

 
 
 
 
 
Eva Brenner (A/USA) 
 
 
Actress, Director, Stage Designer, Filmmaker and Theatre Scholar 
 
After Engagements in German, Austrian an Swiss theatres she moved to New York City. 
1980 – 1993 obtained an M.A. and Ph.D. cum laude at the New York University studying 
under Richard Schechner (Heiner Müller „Hamletmaschine); lectured at the New York 
University; cultural political activist, director and set designer. Working on Off and Off-off-
Broadway. 
1993/94 returned to her native Austria where she founded PROJEKT THEATER / Vienna-
New York. 1995 she initiated the workshop series ACT NOW / theater works a professional 
workshop and training series for experimental theater, 1998 she founded Projekt Theater 
STUDIO an intercultural, interdisciplinary research laboratory for experimental theater and 
performance – in Vienna, Austria. 
Since 1994 she regularly directs plays in Austrian theaters (incl. Wiener Festwochen, 
Stadttheater Klagenfurt, Schauspielhaus Wien).Set design work in Basel, Switzerland and 
Berlin, Germany. Premieres in cooperation with Austrian others such as Elfriede Jelinek, 
Marlene Streeruwitz, Elisabeth Reichart or Margit Hahn, and including Ingeborg Bachmann’s 
unpublished poems „ES WEISS JA JEDER“, „POLA“ by noted polish writer, Hanna Krall, 
„SKANDALON: STILLE“ based on texts by Werner Schwab at the House of Literature, Graz, 
in collaboration with „Graz 2003 – Cultural Capital of Europe“. Direction of „ON THIS 
DARKENING STAR “ based on texts by Ingeborg Bachmann (UA, Dublin, Trinity College), 
May 2004, revived in 2006 at the Palais Palffy and FLEISCHEREI. Co-Directing of 
„Meat_Recital 1“, sociotheatrical procession throug the 7th district, Vienna, 2005, Directing of 
„HEART.fear“ based on Else Lasker-Schüler & Marlene Streeruwitz. Actionist of the 204 
hours theater production „HEART.pieces“ with texts by Heiner Müller, FLEISCHEREI, 2006 
Directing of OEDIPUS_stories with texts by Heiner Müller, FLEISCHEREI, Concept 
„CREATING ALTERNATIVES“ and  THEATER OF EMPOWERMENT,  project cycle with the 
theme of „Migration & Integration“:Theatrical Cooking Shows with migrants in Vienna  
(Monday night your-fix-events at the FLEISCHEREI), and „FLEISCHEREI_mobil“, 
intercultural wedding rituals in local restaurants with the focus: „Turkish migrants of the 
second and third generation in Vienna“, project cycle „...no justice no peace! ...[1938 – 1968 
– 2008] (2007/2008). 
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Angélica Castelló (MEX) 
 
 
Musician, Composer 
 
born in México City in 1972. Studies of the recorder in Mexico, Canada und Amsterdam, 1999 move to 
Vienna, since then worked as a music scholar in Austria, as well as in numerous shows in Vienna and 
internationally with contemporary and historic music, as soloist or as participant in different 
ensembles. During the last couple of years intensive collaborationt with different composers and 
improvising musicians, dancers and artists, a.o. with Projekt Theater STUDIO. 
 
 
 
 
Andreas Pamperl (A) 
 
 
Stage Designer, Lighting Designer, Documentary Filmmaker 
 
born in Vorau in 1963. HTL (Higher technical college) for Elektrotechnology, 1989-1996 set-up and 
direction of the center for culture "experiment young art". Studies in journalism, training as camera 
operator. Technical director of Theater des Augenblicks Vienna (1996-2002). Interior design, lighting 
design and stage designer for a lot of Austrian and international Theater- and dance groups, a.o. 
Austrian Theater/Robert Quitta, Editta Braun Company, TangoPlus , Workcenter of Jerzyi Grotowski 
and Thomas Richards, KONTEXT EUROPA Wien, Central Europe Dance Kopenhagen. 
Dokumentaries a.o.: „De memoire d'Homme“, Theatre National de Toulouse/France, „Bones“, Anita 
Kaya/Wien. Constant collaboration with Projekt Theater STUDIO and its technical director since 2003. 
 
 
 
Maren Rahmann (D) 
 
. 
Actress 
 
Born 1964 in Hamburg, Germany. 
1989 – 1993: Drama training at the Theater Academy Spielstatt Ulm. 
Engagements include: Goethe Theater Wiesbaden, Klagenfurter Ensemble, Studiobühne Villach, 
Projekt Theater Vienna - New York, Theater Foxfire Vienna, Rabenhoftheater, Opera Theater Sirene. 
Since 1997 Member of Projekt Theater STUDIO ensemble, Vienna: Actress in Performances including  
“SCANDALON : SILENCE”, Werner Schwab, „OEDIPUS_stories“, Heiner Müller,  „ON THIS 
DARKENING STAR“, Solo-Performance on texts by Ingeborg Bachmann, „MIGRATION WEDDINGS“, 
intercultural wedding rituals. 
Participation in Festivals including Egon-Schiele-Festival /Neulengbach, Ile Mouvante Festival 
/Corsica, Shäxpir-Festival / Linz, Rund um die Burg, Festival of Literature / Vienna. 
Music on poems and texts by Else Lasker Schüler, Ingeborg Bachmann, Karl Anton Fleck, Manfred 
Chobot. 
Readings, Concerts, Presentations, Performances 
Since 1998 also Hospital and PR activities for the Red Nose Clown Doctors Vienna. 
 
 

 


